Unit 1 | Lesson 01

Understanding Ratios

Have you ever compared two things side by side? Maybe you
noticed that for every 2 slices of pizza you eat, your friend eats 3.
Or that a recipe calls for 2 cups of flour for every 1 cup of sugar.
These everyday comparisons are the foundation of one of the
most powerful tools in mathematics: the ratio.

A ratio is a way of expressing how two quantities relate to each
other. Ratios appear everywhere in daily life — in cooking, sports
statistics, map scales, and even in the colors mixed to paint a wall.
Learning to recognize and write ratios gives you a precise
mathematical language to describe the world around you.

In this lesson, you will explore what ratios mean, how to write
them in different ways, and how to use ratio language to describe
real situations clearly and accurately.
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The Challenge:

A school garden has 8 sunflowers and 5 roses.
A student says: “There are more sunflowers than roses.”
Her classmate says: “For every 8 sunflowers, there are 5 roses.”

Which statement gives more mathematical information —
and why does that difference matter?
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