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Understanding Ratios in Real Life

Ratios are everywhare around us — in the kitchen, on the sports field, in
nature, and even in how communities make decisions. A ratio is a way to
compare two quantities, showing how much of one thing there is relative
to another. Learning to read and use ratios helps us make sense of the
world in a precise, mathematical way.

When a chef follows a recipe, a coach analyzes game statistics, or a
scientist studies animal populations, they are all working with ratios.
Recognizing ratios in these everyday situations is the first step toward
using them confidently and accurately.

In this lesson, you will explore ratios across four different real-world
contexts — recipes, sports, animals, and voting — building a flexible
understanding of what ratios mean and how to apply them.

The Challenge:

A school is planning a cooking event.
The recipe calls for 2 cups of flour
for every 3 cups of oats.

If the team wants to make a larger
batch using 12 cups of oats,

how many cups of flour will they
need?

What ratio connects flour to oats —
and how can that ratio guide
your calculation?
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